




=>»Sm aid not ' ewli^tly acsifc the fact of Soviet missile' deployment la C&^ : gg{- r 


the statcr-ent says that Soviet military aid to Cuba vas v> : ; 

'— v> l^tc-iccd to increase that country's defense potential^ thus obscuring the fact ".-/ 
;/;'* thrA offensive veapoas are involved. MDscov f s closest approach to a direct,. "^ * 


o 


acjzics'on of the facts vas the claim that ell of the Soviet Union 1 s armaments *:. 
serve- \&e purpose of defense* . ". -* '. ' 

Cuban Role Stressed* Msscov emphasized the Cuban role in the crisis 
throughout its statement . Thus by pooh-poohing the Cuban threat to the US, 
* * by indicating that Cuba naturally could not agree to the US demand for the ; * * *. - 
* vithdraval of Soviet veapons/ by reaffirming Cuban willingness to negotiate 

~ ' ell outstanding differences vith the US # Mdscov appeared to be avoiding as : . 

^'-\^:- • ' - "-■ • . -„.- k* ^or'i- X'^'^z -1- ■* -A *.-"3 - *' 

':'i-1\ ' much as possible a direct confrontation vith the US*" V . . rv .--'-. ..-.•*■ -v ...;'•-.* ■ 
j-:i.5\ ;-. ... . ..._. . .„• --.... . , ■-. ■> - - -•■-.*•- .•_'.■--'• 

W'fey- 1 : ' .- ' * ' "* : "- ' * - :; - —''"<'-: ""- '.*" ^^-"" :• - ■' --" '-^^"-.^ 

?J;^; Cbscure Threats* While varning that the US v&s playing vith fire, Moscow :\ 

avoided committing itself to specific courses of action vhlch might involve - T :.;• 

the use of force* The Soviet government stated that nuclear veapons voulA . 

not fall on US territory unless aggression is connrlted* tOiile >fcscov did not 

crolicitly cschev first use of nuclear veatxxis in response to a US attack 

upon Cuba, the statement appears to hsv$ been ' carefully drafted to avoid rankin g 
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"'*'.'. * • '- 1 • 2 *" ■ " : - . . / Z *. r " *V .; ^Ttj 

,-' of a direct attaci upon the Soviet Union. Jtoscov made no statement eiout " * ** -i^ll 

S. ; % ; - . - . - • 

*r(' 7 vhcther or rot It vould attempt to run the blockade* •"*>'' ' -^*3r 

■••''■' ■ ■ . . .' ' .>,•' . ■••'■'' V' : > 

, ■ *, " 

,'".. Security Council Mectirg. Ehe operative paragraph of the statement colls 

[ * * . ' - * . ■ ■ ^ 

for en irmediate meeting of the Security Council to consider the question of 
' *-". the "violation of the U3 darter end threat to the peace on the part of the 
. ' United States •" 

'"- Military Preparations, Kcsnyhflc, Kbscov has announced a series of 
military preparations: Defense Minister llalinovsky reported to the Soviet 
Government on censures to improve the battle readiness of Soviet forces* 
discharges of scrviccnan vere halted and all leaves cancelled, Marshal 
Grcchbo called a neetins of representatives tfarsav Pact armies • 

"': - Irpli cations* By conffnfng its action to a call for a UH Security Council 
r * nectins Koscov apparently hope3 to zcsbilize vorld opinion to force the US to 

absneon its blockade* Soviet military measures vill serve the sccie purpose by 
' contributing to a heightened var scare • Moscov icay veil crj^at incidents in 
'-' Cuban vaters or Soviet retaliations elsewhere to add to the ataosphere of 

\ tension • At the sanie tine these military preparations serve to brace the USSR 
/ % for any ciiLtary eventuality. Ebvever/ the Soviet reaction thus far suggests a 
>_ hi^i decree of circumspection and lilies that the Soviet Union may be care- 
:,'•.""■ felly leavins the back door open for a retreat fron the danger of general var 
^cver Cuba. .-.;.- ■ --•,-"" ■'■".: - : --v>' :-'[ ':- •.>.,■>■. , ': :' '-■;.: 
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